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Abstract

Mammals, as one of the most important animal classes, play a key role in maintaining
biodiversity and ecological balance. With 28 orders and 5,416 species, they possess unique
traits such as endothermy and adaptability to diverse habitats. Currently, over %28 of
assessed animal species, equivalent to 45,300 species, face the threat of extinction, with
a significant proportion being mammals. Due to its geographical position and climatic
diversity, Iran hosts 209 recognized mammal species, accounting for %73 of global
mammalian diversity, making it one of the world's richest countries in this regard. The
Alborz and Zagros mountain ranges are among the most important mammalian habitats
in Iran, harboring high species diversity. Beyond their ecological significance, mammals
have considerable economic, cultural, and trophic importance. Given threats such as
habitat destruction, illegal hunting, and climate change, conserving mammals and their
habitats is essential for the sustainability of Iran’s ecosystems and biodiversity. This study
examines six key mammal species in Iran, identified by the Department of Environment
as endangered. Due to their specific habitat requirements and various pressures, these
species are considered critical for biodiversity conservation in Iran. The aim of this study is
to assess the conservation status, review existing studies on six key species, and identify
threats and research gaps related to them. This article focuses on analyzing current
findings to highlight research deficiencies and outline directions for future studies.
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